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We have seen how, in the life of Hancock, the boy gave promise of the man. He was a patriot by descent and by tradition. The blood of Kevolutionary ancestors flowed in his veins. He was born on historic ground, with the memories of the great struggle for independence and the rights of man clustering thick about the valleys and hills and -rivers of his native country. And of these 'memories his ancestors had formed part. The story of the hard fight of the poor colonists for freedom and for local self-government was his story ; the legacy left him by those of his name and his blood who had battled and suffered by- the side of Washington.
Further than this, he was a son of the soil. Neither riches nor a great name had come to him by descent. The honors which his ancestors bore were those of a patriot yeomanry, ennobled by intelligent labor and by an honorable performance of the duties of free citizens. He inherited an upright name, never tarnished by so much as a shade of falsehood or unworthimess ; a sound intellect, and a physical constitution well fitted to match it. The scion of the race of sturdy Pennsylvania farmers was, as a boy, one of the best products of the land.
His early home influences fostered a proper and symmetrical development of his character. He had a good father and mother. They were poor, but not penurious. For the education .of their children, no effort and no sacrifice were too great. They struggled, with brave hearts and earnest souls, and conquered a place for themselves and for their boys in the world,aster to his troops or make him lose a victory. He was not willing to run any risks."
